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ARRL NUMBERED RADI OGRAMS

The letters ARL are inserted in the preanble in the check
and in the text before spelled out numbers, which represent
texts fromthis list. Note that sone ARL texts include

i nsertion of nunerals.

Example: NR 1 R WLAW ARL 5 NEW NGTON CONN DEC 25 DONALD R. SM TH AA
164 EAST SI XTH AVE AA NORTH RIVER CITY MO AA PHONE 73-3968 BT ARL FIFTY
ARL SI XTY ONE BT DI ANA AR

For additional information about traffic handling, consult The ARRL
Operating Manual, published by ARRL

Group One -- For Possible "Relief Emergency Use

ONE Everyone safe here. Please don't worry.

TWO Conmi ng honme as soon as possi bl e.

THREE Amin hospital. Receiving excellent
care and recovering fine.

FOUR Only slight property danmage here. Do not be
concerned about disaster reports.

Fl VE Am noving to new | ocation. Send no further
mai |l or communication. WII informyou of
new address when rel ocat ed.

SI X W1l contact you as soon as possible.

SEVEN Pl ease reply by Amateur Radi o through the
amat eur delivering this message. This is a
free public service

El GHT Need additional _ nobi l e or portable
equi prent for inmedi ate energency use.

NI NE Additional radi o operators needed to
assist with emergency at this |ocation.

TEN Pl ease contact = Advi se to standby
and provide further emergency information,

i nstructions or assistance.

ELEVEN Est abl i sh Amat eur Radi o emer gency
comuni cations with on MHz .

TWELVE Anxious to hear fromyou. No word in sone
time. Please contact ne as soon as possible.

THI RTEEN Medi cal emergency situation exits here.

FOURTEEN Situation here becoming critical. Losses
and damage from __ i ncreasi ng.

FI FTEEN Pl ease advi se your condition and what help

i s needed.
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SI XTEEN
SEVENTEEN
El GHTEEN

NI NETEEN

TVENTY

TVENTY ONE

TVENTY TWO

TVENTY THREE
TVEENTY FOUR
TVEENTY FI VE
TVEENTY SI X
Emer gency/ pri
sources nust
of ficial.

G oup Two --
FORTY SI X

FI FTY
FI FTY ONE

FI FTY TWO
FI FTY THREE

FI FTY FOUR
FI FTY FI VE

FI FTY SI X

FI FTY SEVEN
FI FTY ElI GAT

FI FTY NI NE
*SI XTY
SI XTY ONE

*SI XTY TWO
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Property damage very severe in this area
REACT conmuni cati ons services al so

avail abl e. Establish REACT conmuni cati on
Wi th on channel .

Pl ease contact ne as soon as possible at

Request health and welfare report on
_______ (State name, address and tel ephone
nunber.)
Tenmporarily stranded. WIIl need sone
assi stance. Please contact ne at
Search and Rescue assistance is needed by

| ocal authorities here. Advise availability.
Need accurate information on the extent and
type of conditions now existing at your

| ocation. Please furnish this information
and reply wi thout del ay.

Report at once the accessibility and best
way to reach your |ocation.

Evacuation of residents fromthis area
urgently needed. Advise plans for help
Furni sh as soon as possible the weather
conditions at your |ocation.

Hel p and care for evacuation of sick and
injured fromthis |ocation needed at once.

ority messages originating fromofficia
carry the signature of the originating

Rout i ne nmessages

Greetings on your birthday and best w shes
for many nore to cone.

Greetings by Amateur Radio.

Greetings by Amateur Radio. This nessage is
sent as a free public service by hamradio
operators at Am havi ng a wonderfu
tinme.

Real |y enjoyed being with you. Looking
forward to getting together again.

Recei ved your It's appreciated,
many t hanks.

Many t hanks for your good w shes.

Good news is always wel cone. Very delighted
to hear about yours.

Congratul ations on your __ , a nmost worthy
and deserved achi evenent.

W sh we coul d be together

Have a wonderful time. Let us know when you
return.

Congratul ations on the new arrival. Hope
not her and child are well

W shi ng you the best of everything on

Happy New Year
Greetings and best wishes to you for a
pl easant hol i day season
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SIXTY THREE Victory or defeat, our best wi shes are with
you. Hope you wi n.

SIXTY FOUR  Arrived safely at

SIXTY FIVE Arriving on . Please arrange
to meet me there

SI XTY SI X DX @SLs are on hand for you at the

QSL Bureau. Send sel f addressed
envel opes.

SI XTY SEVEN Your message nunber undel i ver abl e
because of . Pl ease advise.

SIXTY EIGHT Sorry to hear you are ill. Best wi shes for a
speedy recovery.

SIXTY NNNE Wl cone to the . W are glad to have
you with us and hope you will enjoy the fun

and fell owship of the organization.
ARL NUMBERS SHOULD BE SPELLED OUT AT ALL TI MES.
*Can be used for all holidays.

FORM FSD- 3 (Revi sed 2/94)

ARRL RADI OGRAMS

The handling of radiogramtraffic was the basis for the formation
of ARRL, and a sizable segnment of amateurs still nakes this its
princi pal Amateur Radi o operating activity. Amateur radi ogram service
does not conpete with other services, since there are no charges and
can be no guarantee. Provided FCC and international regulations are
conplied with, nessages may be accepted from anyone for sending by
Amat eur Radi o.

What constitutes "legal" nmessages, or any other kind of third
party conmuni cati on, has been a matter of considerable discussion and
various interpretations throughout the years. The pertinent
regul ati ons sections are 97.3b, which defines an amateur operator as
bei ng a person "wi thout pecuniary interest"; 97.112, which forbids any
remuneration or other kind of compensation for use of an amateur
station; and 97.114, which details certain prohibitions on third-party
traffic.

General | y speaki ng, uninportant, personal, non-busi ness nessages
may be exchanged between different countries only after a specia
agreement has been reached between the countries. A list of countries
whi ch have signed such agreenents with Canada and with the U.S.
appears frequently in QST. In addition, npst countries do not object
to actual energency radi ograns being handled in the amateur bands if
government or commercial facilities are not available at the tine.

I ndi vi dual amat eurs handl e radi ogranms in a nunber of different
ways. Some are "free |lancers" who handle their traffic on individua
schedul es without recourse to regular nets. Mst traffic operators,
however, participate in nets of various kinds. The |argest organized
system of nets is the ARRL National Traffic System O hers include
net wor ks organi zed by individuals for traffic-handling purposes in
whi ch individual amateurs participate out of preference.

ORI Gl NATI NG RADI OGRAMS
Any amateur can originate a radi ogram on behal f of another

i ndi vi dual, whether such individual be a licensed amateur or not. It
is the responsibility of the originating amateur, however, to see that
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the nessage is in proper formbefore its first transm ssion, because
under nost circunstances it is inmproper for a relaying or delivering
station to nmake changes.

Each radi ogram ori gi nated and handl ed should contain the
foll owi ng conponent parts in the order given:

(a) Number (d) Station of (g) Tine Filed*
(b) Precedence Oigin (h) Date
(c) Handling Instruc- (e) Check (i) Address
tions* (f) Place of Origin (j) Text
(k) Signature

*Optional with originator

a) Every radiogramtransmtted should bear a number. Keep a
sheet with a consecutive list of nunbers (beginning at 1) at your
operating position. Wen a radiogramis filed at your station for
transm ssion, conplete all parts of the preanble except the nunber,
| eaving this blank. Wen you send the radi ogram assign a number to
it fromthe nunmber sheet, crossing out nunbers on the sheet as they
are used and making a notation, after the nunmber, of the station to
whom t he radi ogram was sent and the date. Such a systemis convenient
for quick reference purposes. Mdst traffic handlers start with
nunber 1 at the begi nning of each year

(b) Every radi ogram has a precedence in amateur procedure. This
will normally be "Routine" (R). It is a separate part of the preanble
and is transmtted as such, not as part of the nunber. O her
precedences are "Energency" (never abbreviated), "Priority" (P), and
"Wl fare" (W.

(c) Handling Instructions (HX) are avail able prosigns for use
when or if desired by the originator or the originating station,
whenever special instructions are required in the handling of the
radi ogram

(d) The "station of origin' is the call of the station from
whi ch the radi ogramwas first sent by Amateur Radio and is included so
that handling stations will be able to comunicate with the originator
if sonething interferes with the pronpt handling or delivery of the
nmessage.

(e) The "check" is the number of words and nunerals in the text
of the radiogram Handling stations should agree on the check before
the nessage is considered handled. Full information on checking
radi ograns is given |ater.

(f) The "place of origin" is the nane of the place (city or town)
from whi ch the radi ogram was started, not necessarily the |ocation of
the station of origin. The preanble of a radiogramfiled at League
headquarters in Newi ngton Conn., mght read as follows: NR 457 R WLI NF
21 NEW NGTON CONN 2057Z JUNE 11

If a message is sent to your station by nail or otherw se not
filed in person, the preanble should show the place the radi ogram
originally came from |If the radiogram canme to League Headquarters by
mail from W scasset, Miine, the preanble would read: NR 457 R WLI NF 21
W SCASSET MAI NE 2057Z JUNE 11. Any radi ogram received at an amateur
station by any nmeans other than Amateur Radio is an origination when
put on an amateur circuit by that station.

(g) The time filed is the time at which the radiogramis
received at the station fromwhich it is to be sent. Standard
practice is to use UTC. This part of the preanble is optional wth
the originating station.

(h) The nmonth and the day of the nonth that the radi ogram was
filed at the originating station. The year is not included. If the
filing tine is UTC, be sure the date agrees.
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(i) The address is the nane, street and nunber, city and state
of the party to whomthe radiogramis being sent. The tel ephone
nunber shoul d be part of the address. A conplete address should
al ways be given to ensure delivery. Wen accepting a radiogram for
origination this point should be stressed. In transmtting the nessage
by CW the signal AA is used to separate parts of the address
and the address is followed by BT or "break" before the text is
started.

In street addresses where the words east, west, north, south are

part of the address, spell out the works in full. Suffixes "th,"
“nd," "st," etc., are not recomrended. Exanple: "19 W19th St" shoul d
be "19 West 19 St." It is not good practice for the relaying station

to change address format, but the originating station should observe
t he above practices to insure clarity in retransnission.

(j) The text consists of words in the body of the radiogram No
abbrevi ations should be substituted for the words in the text of the
radi ogram The text follows the address and is set off fromthe
si gnature by anot her BT.

(k) The signature is usually the nane of the person originating
the nmessage. The signature follows the BT or "break" at the end of
the text. The abbreviation "sig" is not transnitted.

After the signature, say "end" or transmt AR If nore to
follow, say "nmore." On CW use the prosign B. |If no nore, say
nore." On CWuse the prosign "N."

no

COUNTI NG WORDS | N RADI OGRAMS

The amat eur radi ogram "check" is the count of the nunmber of words
inthe text only. It is essentially an "as sent" count. Wile it is
assuned that the rules of grammar and spelling will be followed, the
check count is determ ned principally by the spacing used by the
transmitting operator in sending the text. Since the first operator
to transmit the radiogramis the operator of the originating station
who enters the check in the preanble, this check should carry through
to destination. The relaying operator has no authority to change the
check unless it is definitely determ ned that the check as he received
it is incorrect, then he should confirmwith the transmtting operator
bef ore maki ng the change. When such a change is nade, the origina
check should remain in the preanble. Exanple: an original check of 10
corrected to 9 would be sent "10/9" on CW

The check is a means for ensuring the accuracy and conpl et eness
of your copy. It also indicates to the receiving operator how many
words the radi ogram he is about to copy will contain. Inclusion of
"check" in a nmessage preanble is not optional

Nunbers, ciphers, m xed groups and punctuation each count as one
in the check, regardless of length. It is reconmended amateur
practice not to use punctuation, fractions or other unorthodox or
sel domused code synbols in messages as such, but rather to spel
t hese out when used in the text of a nessage to avoid conplications in
checking. The letter X or "X-ray" is used in place of a period or
sem colon and is counted in the check

Speci al note: The ARRL-reconmended procedure for counting the
t el ephone number in the text of a radiogramis to separate the
t el ephone nunber into groups, with the area code (if any) counting as
one word, the three-digit exchange one word, and the last four digits
one word. For exanple, 203 666 1541 counts as three words in the
text of a nmessage; 666 1541 counts as two words. Separating the phone
nunber into separate groups also mninizes garbling.

The principle of counting words as sent can be illustrated
by a few exanples, as follows:
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New York City....3 words 527B. .. ... ... .. 1 word
NYC. ............. 1 word H O Townsend. . ... 3 words
Fifty six........ 2 words WYL/ 4. ..o 1 word

A few rules have to be observed in sending words so this
principle of "counting as sent" will not be abused:

1) Make your spacing nethodical and accurate on both phone and CW

2) Follow the dictionary wherever possible.

3) Do not waste tinme in traffic nets arguing about "how to
count." The purpose of the "check" in amateur work is to confirmthe
nunber of words or groups in the text. QIB is a useful signal in
confirm ng check. Once you are sure that you have copied it
correctly, QSL (on CW or "roger" (on phone) the radi ogram and get on
with the next one, correcting the check when you relay the radi ogram

In copying traffic, whether by pencil or typewiter it is quite
easy, with a little practice, to count the words in the text as you
copy. When using pencil, copy five words to a line. At the end of
the radi ogram you can readily figure the nunber of words by the
nunber of |ines (plus how nmany words over ) you copied. By
typewriter, it is nore convenient to copy ten words to a |line, and
this can easily be done by copying five words, hitting the space bar
twi ce (instead of once), copying five nore words, then |inespacing to
begin a new ten-word Iine. At the end of the Radi ogram a gl ance at
t he nunber of lines will show you how many words you copied. You can
then query the sending operator if your figure does not agree wth
his.

When traffic is heavy and time is precious, it it not considered
advi sabl e practice to query a check unless you have reason to believe
that a m stake was nmade, either in sending or copying.

ARL Check

Messages contai ni ng ARRL nunbered radi ogramtexts (see form FSD-
3) have the same formas any other radi ogram except that the synbol
ARL (NOT ARRL) is used before the check. This synmbol indicates
that a spelled out number in the text of the radiogramrefers to
a conplete text bearing that nunber on the ARL |ist.

In delivering a nessage with an ARL text, one of course delivers
the conplete text. It is therefore very necessary that the synmbol ARL
be included with the check to avoid the possibility of delivery of a
meani ngl ess nunber to the addressee.

Use of ARL text is a special tool for special occasions. Wen
used, it should be used properly to avoid del ays and confusion

ARRL RECOMVENDED PRECEDENCES

Pl ease observe the follow ng ARRL provisions for PRECEDENCES
in connection with witten nmessage traffic. These

provi sions are designed to increase the efficiency of our
service both in normal tines and in emergency.

Pr ecedences

EMERGENCY Any nmessage having life and death urgency to
any person or group of persons, which is
transmitted by Amateur Radio in the absence of
regul ar comrercial facilities. This includes
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PRI ORI TY

VELFARE

ROUTI NE

of ficial messages of welfare agencies during
emer genci es requesting supplies, materials or
instructions vital to relief of stricken

popul ace in energency areas. During nornal
times, it will be very rare. On CWRITTY, this
designation will always be spelled out. Wen
in doubt, do not use it.

Use abbreviation P on CWRTTY. This
classification is for a) inportant messages
having a specific time limt b) official
nmessages not covered in the emergency category
c) press dispatches and enmergency-rel ated
traffic not of the utnmost urgency d) notice
of death or injury in a disaster area,

personal or official.

This classification, abbreviated as Won
CWRTTY, refers to either an inquiry as to the
health and wel fare of an individual in the

di saster area or an advisory fromthe disaster
area that indicates all is well. Wlfare
traffic is handled only after all energency
and priority traffic is cleared. The Red
Cross equivalent to an incomng Wlfare
nmessage is DW (Disaster Wlfare Inquiry).

Most traffic in normal times will bear this
designation. In disaster situations, traffic
| abel ed Routine (R on CWRTTY) should be
handl ed | ast, or not at all when circuits are
busy wi th hi gher prcedence traffic.

Note -- the precedence always follows the nessage nunber.

For exanpl e,

a nessage nunber may be 207 R on CWand "Two

Zero Seven Routine" on phone.

Ameri can Radi o Rel ay League, 225 Main Street, New ngton, CT

Comments and suggestions for this page may be sent to:
Don Felgenhauer K7BFL

Revised August 25, 1996

06111
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