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�
� he Skagit-Snohomish Regional Group of the Horseless Carriage Club of America is a 
non-profit organization with an active membership dedicated to the preservation of pre-
1916 motorized vehicles, literature, accessories, history, and associated items.  
 
� ny person/family who is a current member of the Horseless Carriage Club of 
America, with interest or ownership in pre-1916 vehicles shall be eligible to apply for 
membership.  Dues are $15.00 per year and include copies of the Brass Ramblings 
monthly newsletter. 
 
� he Brass Ramblings is mailed and e-mailed to local members in good standing, and 
e-mailed to other regional groups and the National Board.  Permission to reproduce 
material appearing in this publication is granted, provided credit is given to the original 
source. 
 

2009  Officers  
President   Harold Musolf III Seattle, WA 
  (206) 783-9881 
Vice-President   Robb Johnson Edmonds, WA 
  (425) 771-3036 
Secretary  Steve Hammatt Mt. Vernon, WA  
  (360) 661-6060 
Treasurer  Elaine Ellis Arlington, WA 
  (360) 403-3298          
 

2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Carolyn Martin  -  Jim Beuzenberg  -  Les Gitts(2009) 
Skip Arneson  -  Steve Rex  -  Larry Fickeisen(2010)    

 
EDITOR 

Dick Rash     14209  114th Ave E.  (253) 848-5742 
    Puyallup, WA  98374  rrash@comcast.net  
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President’s Ramblings  
 
Good afternoon, let me start of by saying what 
a great tour we just had in Port Townsend.  
The weather was, for the most part, super, 
except for a little shower on Monday just to 
remind us we are in Washington State.  As you 
know the roads are very few and far between 
but the tour committee found roads that must 
not have been there when we last toured there, 
because we were on roads that I have never 
been on. You know, it’s a very hard thing and 
time consuming to do a tour.  I for one have 
done this job, so I believe we all need to thank 
each and everyone that was involved with it 
when we see them. 
 
It’s time once again to go to the great swap 
meet in Hershey. As most of you know, Mike 
Yeakel, Howard Musolf and myself, and this 
year Robb Johnson, are going to get all of the 
good stuff, that is if Scot Taylor doesn’t get to it 
first. We will be touring the countryside from 
Maine to possibly Kentucky to pick up and look 
at things of interest to us all.  There will be a 
show and tell at this years Halloween tour at 
the Ellis’ so be there and in costume or be 
square. 
 
We will be having nominations from the floor 
for board members if you are willing to step up 
to the plate at the Oct. meeting or we can just 
railroad the present members back into that 
spot. 
 
Well it’s time to go as I have to pack for 
Hershey so bye for now and see you at the 
Ellis’ on Oct 31st. 
 
Harold Musolf III 
�
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Minutes  
 
We did not have a general meeting in August, 
since it was so close to the July 25th Tour and 
Meeting.  Hence, no minutes to report.  Our 
next meeting is scheduled for October 31st. 
 
 

October 31 st  Tour and 
Meeting – “Clowning 
Around Arlington”  
 
Come and join us for a little clowning around 
Arlington.. The Halloween party will be held at 
the home of Dave and Elaine Ellis. Festivities 
will start around 9:00am with coffee and treats, 
followed by a short tour to Granite Falls, where 
we will be stopping at the Granite Falls 
museum.  There have been some new items 
added since two years ago when we were 
there. 
 
After returning back to Arlington we will feast 
on goodies that have been brought by 
everyone. The main course will be ham and 
chili.  The rest will be a potluck of whatever you 
would like to bring.  Drinks and chips will be 
furnished. 
 
As usual, if you would like to “dress” for the 
occasion it is always fun to see what everyone 
dreams up, however, if being goofy isn’t the 
real you, then please come as you are. 
 
SEE YOU ON THE SATURDAY, THE 31ST. 
 
DAVE AND ELAINE ELLIS 
21611 88TH. DR. NE. 
ARLINGTON, WA, 98223 
360-403-3298 
 
Directions:   From I-5, go east on Hwy 530 
(exit 208).  At Hazel St., turn right.  Turn left on 
El Highland Dr.  Turn left on 87th Ave NE, then 
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right on 215th PL NE, which curves to the left 
and becomes 88th Dr NE. 
 

New Members  
 
Please welcome new members and add to 
your rosters: 
 
Ernie and Diane Crutcher 
23309 SE 209th Pl. 
Maple Valley, Wa 98038 
425-432-1121 
1911 Pierce Arrow Runabout 
 

12th Annual Fall Tour  
By Dick Rash, 
Photos by Dick Rash, Fred Cruger, Phyllis 
Hammatt, Pat Farrell and Elaine Ellis  
 

 
Cake at the opening BBQ tells it all. 
 
The 12th Annual Fall Tour was headquartered 
out of Port Townsend, a very scenic Victorian 
seaport on the Olympic Peninsula in 
Washington State.  Our tour chairman was 
Steve Hammatt, ably assisted by his wife, 
Phyllis.    
 
The Fall Tour started with 38 pre-’15 cars and 
approximately 94 people (varied each day). 
Besides the Skagit-Snohomish Region’s group, 
we enjoyed the company of fellow enthusiasts 
from Manitoba and Alberta, Canada, Idaho, 
Montana, Colorado, California and Oregon. 
 
The tour started at noon on Sunday, 
September 13th with an Orientation Tour of 
about 40 miles, thru the town of Port Hadlock 

and onto Marrostone Island for a visit to the 
home of Ted and Cheryl Buckland.  Here we 
were treated to a wide variety of rare cars, 
including a Mercedes 300SL, Cobra, racing 
Jaguar, MG and a Bugatti race car, to name a 
few. 
 
From there we headed back to the football field 
in downtown Port Townsend, where we were 
able to park while visiting the last day of the 
annual Wooden Boat Festival.  This was also 
the site of our evening BBQ. 
 

 
At day’s end, many boats sailed by for review. 
 

 
Everyone happily eating after a long day. 
 
Monday morning broke clear then quickly 
changed to “heavy fog” which quickly tarnished 
the brass.  Since the weatherman said it was 
not going to rain, it must have been heavy dew.  
 
The Monday tour of 74 miles went thru Port 
Hadlock, Port Ludlow, across the Hood Canal 
Bridge to the Kitsap Memorial Park for an 
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outstanding coffee and donut stop put on by 
the Olympic Valley Automobile Club. Before we 
reached there, Fred Cruger was seen stopping 
to wipe the “dew” off of both sides of the 
windshield on his 1912 Renault so that he 
could see.  Upon arriving at the Park, Robb 
Johnson and Mike Yeakel were seen trying to 
dry out their dusters on the engine of the 1910 
Buick, Model 16.  It seems Mike talked Robb 
into leaving the windshield off that morning.  By 
the time we left, the weather system moved on 
and the rest of the day was fabulous. 
 

 
Charlie Tosch from Manitoba and his 1915 
White (Winner of the Ladies Choice) 
 

 
Con Fletcher and Eva Morrison with the 
Interstate that won the President’s Choice 
 
From the park we headed to the home of Bruce 
and Betty Harlow, a fellow car collector.  The 
setting of their home, with a panoramic view of 
the bay and Hood Canal Bridge, made for a 
fabulous place to showcase our cars.  Among 
his “treasures” were several pre-war cars, 

including a 1915 Model T, 1931 Cadillac, a 
couple of 1937 Packards and a 1931 Model A. 
His garage was of special interest to the men 
as it contained many vintage automobilia, shop 
signs and shop test benches. 
 

 
View from the Harlow’s. 
 
Our lunch stop was the beautiful and well-
preserved historic town of Port Gamble.  The 
Deli at the General Store put on a terrific lunch 
buffet. 
 

 
Outside the General Store. 
 
The weather continued to be great and 
everyone enjoyed walking the streets, checking 
out the museum and otherwise enjoying the 
companionship. 
 
Pat Farrell took a few minutes to clean out the 
spray nozzles of the Stanley before leaving, 
but then Pat is always tinkering with the 
Stanley as had been seen on the very first day 
when he decided to replace a copper line. 
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A regular scene for Pat under the Stanley. 
 

 
1913 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost of Frank and 
Alex Taliaferro. 
 

 
Interesting picture of wheels. 
 
From Port Gamble we headed back over the 
Hood Canal Bridge and into Port Ludlow, 
where we stopped at the collection of Lynette 
Short.  Among the cars were a 1907 Tourist, a 

1907 Locomobile, and many other makes, 
including Buick, Mitchell and Stutz. 
 

 
1907 Tourist 
 
The Rakers Car Club helped us throughout the 
tour, providing “chase cars” to assist as 
needed.  At the Sunday BBQ, we had so much 
food left that they took it home, refrigerated it, 
then heated it up and brought it back to the 
hotel so we could have some more fine dining 
on Monday evening. 
 
As is our tradition, the women have a gathering 
on one evening to make antique related craft 
items.  Elaine Ellis and Phyllis Hammatt 
spearheaded the making of beaded napkin 
rings. These were later used at the ladies tea 
on Tuesday. 

 
Busy making beaded napkin rings. 
 
Tuesday was a diversion from our normal 
touring pattern.  The women were attending a 
High Tea at a local Bed and Breakfast in the 
afternoon, so most decided to sleep in and 
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spend time getting ready.  The men (and some 
women) toured toward Sequim, with a stop at 
Bandy’s Troll Haven.  Unfortunately we were 
unable to tour the house itself, but are told that 
it does have a dungeon.  The grounds were 
impeccable and the house is a work of art.  Out 
buildings have 8-10 foot high carved trolls as 
their main support. 
 

 
Bandy’s Troll Haven. 
 
The tour went back to Port Hadlock for lunch at 
Ferino’s Pizza.  Enroute, Dave Ellis and his 
1914 Cadillac had another bout with a flat tire. 
 

 
Dave jacking up car, reminiscent to the 2008 
Tour.  He has it down to 21 minutes flat. 
 
After lunch the tour ended back in Port 
Townsend at Bergstrom’s Auto Parts, a dealer 
in old cars and parts of all types. 
 
Meanwhile, the women were dressed in period 
clothes and headed for their High Tea.  Upon 
arriving they found themselves in a charming 

Victorian home set to receive them.  With their 
beaded napkin holders marking their spot at 
the table, they sat down to enjoy their lunch, 
including tea, sandwiches, scones and desert.  
They also received a history lesson on how the 
High Tea came to be.  Games were played that 
gave etiquette tips and door prizes were also 
handed out. 
 

 
Waiting for lunch, listening to history. 
 

 
Snohomish ladies. 
 
After everyone had returned to the hotel, Steve 
Weinhandl prepared a little game for anyone 
wanting to try their mechanical skill.  A Model T 
head, along with a tray of sockets, Model T 
spark plugs, and miscellaneous tools was 
placed on a table in front of someone who was 
blindfolded.  They were then timed as to how 
long it took to find a spark plug and place it in 
the head.  The winner was Mike McGinnis with 
Roly Weinhandl on his heels. 
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According to the weather report, the weather 
was supposed to be questionable on 
Wednesday, however, we only had a couple of 
scattered light sprinkles and the day turned out 
perfect for touring. 
 
The tour led us on a slightly different route to 
Port Ludlow, where we had lunch at the Port 
Ludlow golf course.  The setting was beautiful 
and our hosts did a great job of providing us 
with a spaghetti buffet.   

 
Les Schuberts 1 Cyl Cadillac from Alberta. 
 
Following lunch we toured to the south side of 
Hwy 104, an area that has very few homes and 
a lot of open driving through beautiful trees 
with occasional glimpses of the bay.  This is an 
area that many of the locals we talked to had 
never been. 
 

 
Tour Chairman, Steve and Phyllis Hammatt 
 

 
Rob Johnson’s 1910 Buick Model 16. 

 
Bob Allen and club favorite, Buffy.   
 
Our banquet was held at the Port Townsend 
Airport Museum just south of town.  It was a 
wonderful setting, with a purpose built building 
only a couple of years old.  The planes that 
were hanging in the air and on the ground were 
able to be flown and were in immaculate 
condition.   
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Dinner was a first rate buffet followed by a 
presentation from the director of the museum. 
He explained how teenagers were brought into 
a program at the museum to restore about 1 
plane per year and how, when they were 16, 
they could solo and get their pilot’s license if 
they so desired. 
 
Our Tour Chairman, Steve Hammatt was the 
MC for the evening.  An Award was presented 
to Charlie Tosch and his 1915 White for the 
Ladies Choice.  Con Fletcher and his Interstate 
were presented the President’s Choice by 
President Harold Musolf III.  
 
Dick Rash recounted the miscellaneous 
troubles experienced over the first 4 days of 
the tour.  Richard Martin made it about a mile 
before he experienced fuel delivery problems 
and went on the trailer back to the hotel.  Pat 
Farrell replaced a copper line while stopped at 
the Bucklands.  This was followed quickly by 
Les Schubert’s 1 cylinder Cadillac having to be 
put on the trailer with electrical problems. 
 
On Monday, Leigh Schubert’s 1912 
McLaughlin was put on the trailer with heat and 
noise in a u-joint.  On the way back from Port 
Gamble, Robb Johnson’s Model 16 Buick was 
seen on a steep hill, starving for gas.  As Fred 
Cruger, in his 1912 Renault, went sailing past 
he could see that Robb’s passenger, Mike 
Yeakel, was blowing in the gas vent tube to 
create pressure.  It worked because they were 
able to keep going. 
 
While at Lynette Short’s collection, Dave Ellis 
was seen under Wil Masset’s 1914 Cole.  It 
was experiencing clutch problems.  After 
working on it for awhile, it was decided to trailer 
it back to the hotel. 
 
On Tuesday, while at a rest stop, Mike Yeakel 
was seen borrowing tools from Pat Farrell to 
replace a cracked gas line.  He did it in good 
time.    As seen earlier, Dave Ellis had a flat on 
the right rear of his 1914 Cadillac.  It was fixed 
along the road, with Wil Masset looking on.  I 
think there were some questions as to whether 
Wil might be getting back at him for dropping a 
wrench into the Cole transmission.  Dennis 
Hood also had a flat tire on his 1912 Hudson, 
so Dave wasn’t alone. 

On Wednesday, Les Schubert’s 1907 Cadillac 
was back on the road and made the day just 
fine.  However, while his brother, Leigh 
Schubert, thought he had cured the 1912 
McLaughlin’s problems they returned and the 
car was put back on the trailer. 
 
Since Wil Masset’s 1914 Cole was the only car 
that went down and stayed down and because 
he was present when others were having 
problems, he was awarded the most 
distinguished trophy of all – The Trouble 
Trophy. 
 
 

 
Wil Masset’s 1914 Cole 
 
The Spirit of the Tour award was given to 
Phyllis Hammatt and Elaine Ellis for several 
years of directing the ladies night and for 
creating the special High Tea for the first time. 
Their photo is on the back page of the Brass 
Ramblings 
 
On Thursday morning 23 cars participated in 
our wind-down tour.  We first went to a 
retirement center that had provided us with a 
van to take the ladies to their High Tea.  The 
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residents were thrilled to see the cars.  One 
gentleman, in particular, was born in 1909, 
even earlier than a lot of our cars. 
 
We next toured thru Fort Warden, where parts 
of the movie Officer and a Gentleman were 
filmed.  Many of the buildings on the Fort 
grounds have been renovated and are now 
being used as short-term rentals.  The 
lighthouse provided several with photo 
opportunities. 
 
The tour then ended up at the Blue Heron 
Middle School where we allowed students to sit 
in the cars and honk the horns. It sounded like 
a symphony at times. 
 

 
1912 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost from the 
Petersen Museum, brought by Dick Messer. 
 

 
 
Then, after a long week, everyone headed 
home for a well-earned rest – except for those 
who continued on to Oregon and the 1-cyl tour. 
 
Following are a few miscellaneous pictures not 
previously included. 
 

 
Mike and Donna McGinnis with 1912 Model T. 
 
 

 
Max Meyer and 1911 EMF  
 
 

 
Dennis Hood’s 1912 Hudson 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

YEAR 2009-2010 
 

SKAGIT/SNOHOMISH REGIONAL GROUP 
HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB OF AMERICA 

 
 

Regional Group Membership – Any person/family who is a current member of the national HCCA with 
ownership and/or interest in pre-1916 automobiles shall be eligible to apply for membership.  
Members are entitled to all Regional Group privileges, including receiving notices of club functions 
and newsletters, a roster of members, the right to hold office, and the right to vote (ownership of a 
pre-1916 automobile is a requirement for voting rights.)  Members agree to abide by all rules and 
regulations as designated by the bylaws of this Regional Group and the National HCCA. Dues in the 
SKAGIT/SNOHOMISH REGIONAL GROUP are $15.00 per calendar year and membership in the 
NATIONAL HCCA is a prerequisite.  National dues are currently $45 per year. 
 
NAME:    _____________________________________________________________________ 
  Last   Husband    Wife 
PHONE: (_______)_____________________ NATIONAL HCCA #______________________ 
     Area code 
ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
      Street 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  City    State    Zip 
EMAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______Yes, correspondence by email is fine    ______No, I need correspondence by mail 
 
Year  Make of Auto   Model   Body Type  

 
 
 
 
 
 
In compliance with the laws of the state of Washington, I certify that I have Automobile Liability 
Insurance (P.D. & P.L.) on my antique cars used for club functions.  I also agree to make sure that 
the policy is in force for the entire year no matter when the expiration date is. 
 
NAME OF COMPANY__________________________NAME OF AGENT_______________________ 
 
POLICY#____________________________________EXPIRATION DATE_______________________ 
 
SIGNATURE_____________________________CHARTER/LIFETIME MEMBER   YES____ NO_____ 

Mail completed form to:  Elaine Ellis, 21611 88th Dr NE, Arlington, Wa 98223
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   Brass Ramblings 
   c/o Dick Rash 
  14209  114th Ave E. 
  Puyallup, WA   98374 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Spirit o     

    


